[Hemicraniectomy in malignant mid-cerebral infarction. Further trials needed before its acceptance in clinical practice].
In cases of completed middle cerebral artery territory stroke, prognosis is very poor and the clinical course is characterised by a rapid decline in consciousness and signs of herniation 2-4 days after the onset of symptoms due to a space-occupying mass. Failure of conservative therapy is the rule, and herniation is the usual cause of death, occurring in almost 80 per cent of cases. Recently published results have suggested that hemicraniectomy may improve survival in patients with massive hemisphericstroke, decreasing mortality to less than 35 per cent. The article presents what is probably the first case to be reported in Sweden, where hemicraniectomy was performed on a 45-year-old woman with right hemispheric completed middle cerebral artery infarction.